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SUBJECT: GOL INTEREST IN ISRAELI ATTITUDE TOWARDS LITANI RIVER 
IRRIGATION 

1 . DURING MY CALL ON FONMIN BOUTROS DEC 27 HE SAID THAT GOL 
IS CONSIDERING CONSTRUCTING OFF-TAKE IRRIGATION CANALS OF 
LITANI RIVER PROJECT FOR IRRIGATION IN SOUTH LEBANON. 

(COMMENT: AS DEPT AWARE. CONSTRUCTION OF CANALS HAS BEEN 
POSTPONED FOR AT LEAST PAST 12 YEARS DUE TO TYPICAL INTERNAL 
LEBANESE QUARRELS OVER WHERE WATER WOULD BE ALLOCATED. END 
COMMENT.) BOUTROS ASKED IF I THOUGHT THERE WOULD BE ANY 
PROBLEM WITH ISRAEL, SHOULD GOL BEGIN TO IMPLEMENT THESE PLANS. 
HE HAD VAGUE RECOLLECTION THAT ISRAEL MIGHT OBJECT AND SAID 
THAT HE WAS GOING TO RESEARCH OLD FILES ON THE SUBJECT 
HIMSELF. I TOLD HIM THAT. TO MY KNOWLEDGE, THERE NO PROBLEM 

AS THE LITANI FLOWED SOLELY IN LEBANESE TERRITORY. 

2. ACTION REQUESTED: IF SUCH CONSTRUCTION DOES RAISE 
LEGAL PROBLEMS WITH ISRAELIS, PLEASE LET US KNOW BUT 
SUGGEST MATTER NOT BE DISCUSSED WITH THE 
ISRAELIS AT THIS TIME. GOL IS OBVIOUSLY LOOKING FOR 
MEANS OF IMPROVING CONDITIONS IN SOUTH LEBANON. IT 
WOULD BE A FEATHER IN THE CABINET'S HAT IF THEY WERE 
ABLE TO PUSH THIS SECTION OF THE LITANI PROJECT OFF 
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